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Knowing your neighbours can make all the difference  
It's often true that many of us meet our neighbours in less than ideal circumstances. At times such as these we often experience a strong sense of community. We band together to deal with a crisis, a natural disaster, or help one another in difficult times. 

Fact is, it’s easier to help or ask for help from neighbours we know. In a medical or other emergency, a friend even 10 minutes away can be a friend too far. That’s why taking the time to meet your neighbours can be time well spent.

Getting to know people in your neighborhood takes some effort. For some, time is so valuable that just thinking about doing anything formal to “get to know our neighbours” feels overwhelming, while others wouldn’t know where to start. 

Festival of Neighbourhoods (FON) offers resources and guidance, and helps celebrate the efforts of neighbours connecting with neighbours. In addition to all the benefits of neighbourhood connections, this initiative offers the chance to win a $10,000 grant for a neighbourhood that fosters good relationships among neighbours. 

Over the past 40 years, significant physical and social changes have reduced the connectivity between neighbours that our parents and grandparents enjoyed. 

· Most households require all adults to work to pay the rent or mortgage and stay afloat, which means there are fewer people at home during the day. 

· More time is spent in front of the television, computer or video game. 

· Larger homes mean we are farther apart. 

· Our lives and towns reflect increasing dependence on cars, and the isolation it brings.

· Front porches have largely disappeared as a place for social interaction. 

· The fence in the backyard is no longer considered unfriendly but a normal component of new homes. 

Is there an expectation that we will all be self-sufficient, and live without relying on othrs? In fact, not only do we need each other, we're often happiest when we are connected with one another, share experiences and know that if we needed to, we can rely on one another.

Neighbourliness is a valuable part of everyone’s life, and though modern life may be making community difficult to maintain, with the right supports we can enjoy its benefits. We don't have to be best friends, but there are compelling reasons to know your neighbours. 

Building friendships and good relationships among neighbours is an important part of creating a resilient community. Getting to know the people who live around you makes the community safer, one where people look out for each other. It's much easier and environmentally friendly to borrow something from the neighbors; vanilla or sugar or lawn equipment. (Remember to return It!) It’s much easier to create, agree on, and apply neighborhood boundaries when neighbours know each other and the children as well.

This is what FON promotes and supports. We help people to take the lead and bring their neighbours together in their neighbourhood. While only you can get to know your neighbours, FON can help you in defining clearly what you see as your neighbourhood. We can help you make sure your gathering is easy and inclusive for all ages and abilities, and actually involves activities that really help people get to know one another. Only you can get to know your neighbours and build the safe connected community where you want to live.
For more information on the grant criteria for FON or to apply, please visit www.kitchener.ca/fon
